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emotion under control; and slowly side by
side they rode back towards the castle.

" Alas/' sighed Mariota, after a while, " I
could wish you need not leave us."

" Assuredly/* he said, " there is no further
need for any doctor/'

Mariota shivered again. cc I am grown
cowardly, and fear I know not what. I feel
that I shall need a friend. Why should I
hesitate to tell you that were I in cruel sickness
or great grief it is to you I would turn, you I
could trust. And now I have a confession to
make. Before you came, I maligned you
bitterly to my cousin, my Lord Marbrack,
President of the Court of Session; and I
besought him to persuade Ludovick to have
you quickly sent away. For sheer shame I
hesitate to tell you. Yet I cannot forget my
folly and childish petulance till you have said
you pardon me and will be my unchanging
friend/*

David smiled, his grave kind smile. <c God
grant," he said, " that I may have occasion
to merit and ever keep your gracious good
liking."